290442323702

$» CAIR s

Inthe Name of Ged, the Compassienate. the Merciful

pame m omyy -]
3 DC 20003
2R & www.cair.com

1008 SEP 2b A ll: 28

September 19, 2008
Thomasenia P. Duncan, General Counsel

Feden Hecion Comisio surs_ (2080

999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: Investigation of The Clasion Fund
Dear Ms. Duncan,

I respectfully request that the Federal Election Commission investigate the actions of the Clarion
Fund, Inc., a 501(c)3 tax-deductible organization (Tax ID 205845679).

‘The Clarion Fund recently financed the distribution of some 28 million DVDs containing the film
“Obsession: Islam’s Radical War sgainst the West” in what many political analysts describe as
“swing” states in the upcoming presidentisl elections. Those same analysts say the distribution of the
“Obsession” DVD was designed to benefit a particular presidential candidate, namely Sen. John
McCain. A pro-McCain article was purportedly removed from the website of film’s distributor after
this controversy came to public attention. The Allentown Pennsylvania Mogning Call said the
“mailing highlights Clarion’s intent to have an impact on the presidential election.”

The Patriot News in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania reported: “On Wednesday, though, there was an
article on the group's new Web site, www.sadicalislam.org, that backed Republican presidential
candidate John McCain. The article discusses both candidates and concludes: ‘McCain's policies seek
to confroat radical Islamic extremism and terrorism and roll it back while [Barack] Obama's,
although intending to do the same, coukd in fact make the situation facing the West even worse.™
(/11/08)

In a recent commentary mpon&ngmtheduﬁbunonof“Oboum,"]eﬂ'VmDenBu&dm
ofMlddleElnSmduatD:qumenny called the film “a blatant piece of anti-Muslim

propaganda.” He also wrote: “The film ‘Obsession’ plays to the crudest stereotypes and promotes
the simplest solutions. In the end, this kind of thinking will do far more to harm American security
than it will to help it (News-Leadez, 9/17/08)

On September 19, 2008, the Orlapdo Sentingl newspaper reported: “The current distribution effort
sppears aimed at newspapers in political swing states such as Florids, Pennsylvania, Michigan and
Ohio. Because it coincides with s hotly contested presidential election, the effort seems politically
motivated, said Greg Sapp, associate professor of religious studies at Stetson University in DeLand.”

to the website for the Secretary of State for New York, Clarion Fund Inc. is incorporated
in New Yotk as a Delaware based foreign not-for-profit corporation. According to the Delaware
Department of Cotpomations, Robert (Rabbi Raphael) Shore, Rabbi Henry Harris and Rebeccs
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Kabat incorporated Clarion Fund. All three of whom are reported to sexve ss employees of Aish
HaTomh Intemational, an ozganizstion spparently based in Istsel. Also according to the Delawer
Department of Cozporations, the incorporstons of the Clarion Fund used Aish HaTorah’s New

York City address (150 West 46th Street, New York) to incorporate Clarion Fund in Delaware.

' According to “Obsession” website, Rabbi Raphael Shote is the founder and producer of

“Obsession™. Sources have reported thst Rabbi Raphael Shote is an Israeli citizen who lives in
Jetrusalem and was employed as an executive director with Aish HaTomh International.

Ross has been identified as Clarion Fund’s spokesman and communications director. According to
the FEC candidate coattibutions database, Gregoty Ross is & fundrsiset for Aish HaTorsh
International. It was reported that distributors of “Obsession” asked viewers to register for &
screening of “Obsession” by visiting an Aish HaTomah website.

It appears that the funding for the production, matketing and distribution of “Obsession™ may have
originated from Israel-based Aish HaTorsh International.

I urge you therefore to investigate:

1. Whether or not an incorporated charitable organizstion made coatributions and expenditures in
connection with a federal election; and

2. Whethez or not the Clarion Fund uses the contributions of foreign nationals in connection with a
United States presidential election.

City/County of Arlington
Commonwsalth of Virginia
The forgoing was and swom

Belore me this day of 2008. by

Nadies Albhall:
(name of person jurat)
et L et

Ndllvnub‘llonnmd;m_T _ )
My commission expires:




29044233704

. FBC Individusl Contribution Search Results Page 10f 4

Presented by the Federal Election Commission

Individual Contributions Arranged By Type, Giver, Then

Reﬂ'pient ] 2 A
24 e HAN
Contributions to Political Committees ¢ % B
P T !.'.?:'2\")
ROSS, GREGORY = 2
SANTA FE, NM 87501 N
SELF/ATTORNEY
GRANGER. KAY
VIA KAY GRANGER CAMPAIGN FUND
03/1672001 250.00 21990507672
ROSS, GREGORY
SANTA FE, NM 87504
THE ROSS FIRMLLC/ATTORNEY
LOYD., ANNIE
VIA ANNIE LOYD FOR CONGRESS
09/26/2007 250.00 27931298952
ROSS, GREGORY A
ANCHORAGE, AK 99516
SERVICE ONE HEATING COOLING
EKNOWLES, TONY
VIA TONY KNOWLES FOR US SENATE
09/03/2004 250.00 24020893220
ROSS, GREGORY A
LEWIS CENTER, OH 43035

WORTHINGTON CITY SD/CLASSROOM TEA
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FEC Individual Contribution Search Results

07/06/2006 200.00 26930337872

ROSS, GREGORY A
LEWIS CENTER, OH 43035
WORTHINGTON CITY SD/EDUCATOR

ROSS, GREGORY A MR.
WESTMINSTER, CA 92683
" TRANSLOGIC INC./PURCHASING MANAGE

BUSH. GEORGE W
VIA BUSH-CHENEY 04 (PRIMARY) INC
08/13/2004 200.00 24971498835

‘-.‘ ROSS, GREGORY MR.
| BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90212
'L/AISH HA TORNH INTERNATIONAL/FUNDR
GIULIANL RUDOLPH W.
VIA RUDY GIULJANI PRESIDENTIAL COMMITTEE INC
" 06/30/2007 250.00 27930900538

ROSS, GREGORY P
LOS ANGELES, CA 90034

BUSH. GEORGE W
VIA BUSH-CHENEY '04 (PRIMARY) INC :
11/09/2004 -25.00 24981496995

ROSS, GREGORY P MR.
PORTSMOUTH, OH 45662
BE IN TOUCH COMMUNICATIONS/OWNER

ROSS, GREGORY R
LAGUNA NIGUEL, CA 92677

http://query.nictusa.com/cgi-bin/gind/

Page 20f 4
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. FEC Individual Contribution Search Results

97032163382

ERNST & YOUNG LLP
ERNST & YOUNG POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE
06/23/1997 500.00
ROSSITER, GREGORY
BRENTWOOD, TN 37027
GAYLORD ENTERTAINMENT
CORKER. ROBERT P IR
VIA BOB CORKER FOR SENATE
04/28/2005 250.00

ROSSMANN, GREGORY J
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94109

BROADVIEW INTL
BUSH. GEQRGE W
VIA BUSH FOR PRESIDENT INC.
07/07/1999 1000.00
ROSSTON, GREGORY
MENLO PARK, CA 94025
STANFORD UNIVERSITY/ECONOMIST
(BIDEN, JOSEPH R.. OBAMA, BARACK
VIA OBAMA FOR AMERICA
06/21/2007 250.00
ESHOO. ANNA
VIA ANNA ESHOO FOR CONGRESS
11/30/2007 250.00
KERRY, JOHN F
VIA JOHN KERRY FOR PRESIDENT INC
04/26/2004 500.00
06/09/2004 500.00
ROSSTON, GREGORY L
MENLO PARK, CA 94025

STANFORD UNIVERSITY/ECONOMIST

http://query.nictusa.com/cgi-bin/qind/

Page 3 of 4
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FEC Individual Contribution Search Results

ALBEN, ALEX
VIA ALBEN2004
07/14/2004 250.00

ROSSTON, GREGORY L.

MENLO PARK, CA 94025
STANFORD UNIVERSITY/ECONOMIST

GORE., AL

VIA GORE 2000 INC
03/31/1999 1000.00

Total Contributions: 6625.00

TRY A: NEW QUERY
RETURN TO: FEC HOMFE PAGE

http://query.nictuss.com/cgi-bin/qind/

Page 4 of 4
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Entity Information | Pnge lof1
NYS Department of State

Division of Corporations

Entity Information

Selected Entity Name: CLARION FUND, INC.

Selected Entity Status Information
Current Entity Name: CLARION FUND, INC.
Initial DOS Filing Date: DECEMBER 28, 2006
County: NEW YORK
Jurisdiction: - DELAWARE
Entity Type: FOREIGN NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION
Current Entity Status: ACTIVE

Selected Entity Address Information

DOS Process (Address to which DOS will mail process if accepted on behalf of the
entity)
FREEMAN & HERZ LLP
ATTN: ELI D. GREENBERG, ESQ.
270 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 10016

Registered Agent
NONE

NOTE: New York State does not issue organizational identification numbers.

hitp://appeext8.dos.state.ny. us/corp_public/CORPSEARCH ENTITY_INFORMATIONTp... 9/19/2008
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'Obsession’ stokes passions, fears and controversy - Haaretz - Israel News

Page 1 of 3
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‘Obsession' stokes passions, fears and controversy
By Qenina Rerman

A documentary produced in lsrast and acreened widely throughout the U.S. is
stirring furious dabate over ks depiction of Musiims.

The film, "Obssasion: Radical lalam's War Against the Weaet,* is gaining a quick
following among conservative Americans, svangelicals and Jews. U.S. Vice
mmmhmummnmuwnm
technically been released yet, segments have been screened several times on
Fox News and shown on nearly 200 universily campuses.

But oritics of the fiim dismise R as "ear-mongering” propeganda aimed at bashing
Musiims and inciting bigotry and hate.

“Obesesion” ls & one-hour  Atvertisement
look at radical lslam with OyChicago

mw For Jews In the Loop! Read siories, share

rallies from Nazl Germany 13888, find local events.

in an attempt to draw ww.OyChicago.com

paraiisis between the two.

Comprised mostly of news  Jewish Persanals

clips from recent years, it Mest Other Jewish Singles Today. Browse
inchuies soenes of Pios & Videos. Sign Up Nowi

thousands of people www.)PecpisMest.com

chanting "Death o

Amerioca" and chikiren Jawish Lobby Linder Fire

talkdng about their dream of  Book Explores Forbidden Territory 30
becoming a martyr. “|hope  Digtinguished Witters Weigh in
PemaculionPrivisgeAndPower.com

want {0 go to Ariel Sharon

and stab him wthasword,” VV @ Ads by Coogle
one itile girl in Bahrain tells the camera. The fiim aiso festures iInterviews with
prominent neo-conservalive figures, ike Daniel Pipes, who warn about the
danger of racical lsiam and Re growing prominencs in some ciroles.

MGNMMMMMMUMWHMm
important window inlo radioal trends in the Musiim world

“Obssssion’ gives the picturs that muwymmmmn.mm
Shore, the Canadiar-lsrasll iving 1 Jerusalem who produced the fim,} “The
average viewer iriss 10 understand the confliot. it's diffioult 1o connect all the dots
wwmmmnm-mmmmm
have been grappiing with.

Smeer tactics

Critics, hawever, say the fiim la demagogic end inslst R presents element
a8 repressniative mmm-mmnaamlym

http://www hasretz.com/hasen/spages/873843.html
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. 'Ubsession’ stokes passions, fears and controversy - Haaretz - Israel News

several disclaimers reminding viewsrs that “most Muslims do not support lemror.”  felure

"It's & typical cherry picking of inflammetory images and splicing them together to Previous Editions
ﬂI:lhl‘ " lbrahim Hooper, spokesman for the Councll on American-isiamic Select Day
Relations (CAIR) ssid in a telephane interview from the group’s headquarters in
religious ..2“.2., nhmmuw;y'w'n:nﬁr:d"ulm

or A or
mnmmmwmmu within our socisty." The
film, he said, "has an agenda 1o make Musiims look bad."

Republican and Jewish students groups have sponsored scores of screenings,
moat of which cocurred without incident, the fim's crealors say. But protests and
rising student tensions have hﬂnmmmA
Mnmm York was canceled and rescheduled only
months laler after administrators prassured Hille! student lsaders into calling off
Mmhﬂnmwnmmmwucdm
Rspublicans required exira sscurlty as part of “islamolasciam Awarenses Day

To be sure, “Obssssion” has a definlte shock vaius. But Shore denies allegations
that it is propaganda.

“Propaganda is a manipulation of facts; 's not showing the whole picture. it
seems 10 me that this doss not apply to the fiim. Peopile say that we picked out
:nmm , but K's the opposite. There was 80 much malerial that it was hard

Fusling the fire

Aside from the content Rasll, a number of other factors related 1o the flim have
fueied the flames of controversy. For one, I has a largely Jewish and pro-israe!
distribution network, though Shore Is frying 10 expand the fim's appeal.
According 1o news reports, at a screening earfier this year at New York
University, distribuiors of the film required viewers 10 register at
lsraslActiviem.com, the Web site of Alsh HaTorah's Hasbara Fellowships.

Shore, incidentally, wes the director of both Alsh HaTorsh intemational and the
Hasbara Fellowships, a pro-lsrasl advocacy group. But he says the fim was an
independent project.

I-hllnllhlb down the fiim's lsrael connection,
* don't want It to be only Jawish and

ﬂmmmynmum-nwmhmumm
fim," he says. "There’s nothing wrong with Jews saying the radical lslamists are
mmnmmmumunhmemmm
Nazis are coming.”

because "Rt lsn't

Funders anonymous
The issus s further complicated as funding sources for the tikm remain hazy.
Shore and direcior Wayne of South Africa are the only figures

associated wih the film willing 10 relsase their real names and appesr in media
Inlerviews; the executive producer Is listed as Peter Miar, while the production
wbﬁuwmmmmmnmmm
says. He describes the real Mier as & Canadian Jewish businessman who
mnammumum for fear of
his salely. According to Shore, about 80 percent of the fim's 000 budget
was provided by Mier.

"At the recommandaiion of a number of experts we worked with In making the
fiim, many of the individuals and organizations who heiped make this fim
possible requested anonymity,” Shore explained during an oniine question-and-
answer "Tragically, we've seen numercus times the
responee of the radicals 10 those who openly expose or disagres with them.

"Radionl Musiims are a serious bunoh,” he laler added, “and if they dont ke the
fiim, then Ged forbid..."

Shore also denies early reports that link the fiim 10 Hanest Reporting, & pro-lsmel
mudia waichdog group.

http://www hasretz.com/hasen/spages/873843 .html

9/19/2008
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. 'Obsession’ stokes passions, fears and controversy - Haaretz - Isracl News

On the organization’s site, “Obssssion” is described as "Honsst Reporting's
newest documentary fiim,” but Shore says it's & mistake and thet the filmr's
craatora have lold Honest Raporting to take & off their site "a dozen times."

R was a marriage of conveniencs 10 associate [my previous fiim] ‘Relentiess’
with Honest Reporting. At the beginning, | thought | would do the same thing with
‘Obsession.’ | decided not to, but | considered & and that came out in the press.’

This summar, the fim wil be relessad officially and will be avaliable in retal

But ¥ pecple wers exposed 10 this aiready, R woukin't be 80 shocking.

Subeceibe to Print Zxtion

u® Bookmerk to del.iclo.us
*23Digg Itl new

Top

Home | Print Editon | Diplomacy | Opinion | Arts & Lslsurs | Sports | Jewish World | Underground | Ske nuies |

©Copyright 2008 Hasretz. All rights reserved
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Nexis®: Document Page1of3

Moming Call (Allentown, Pennsylvania)

September 13, 2008 Saturday
SECOND Edition

Is DVD a wake-up call or propaganda?;
‘Timing questioned: Film on Islamic terror draws controversy.

BYLINE: Josh Drobnyk Of The Morning Call
SECTION: National; Pg. Al
LENGTH: 527 words

A documentary on the threat of Isiamic terrorism is being sent to miilions of homes In
Pennsyivania and other presidential battieground states through the end of September.

The 60-minute DVD, called "Obsession: Radical Islam’s War Against the West," was produced by
Raphael Shore, founder of the Clarion Fund, a nonprofit that is paying for its distribution and
describes Its mission as "educating Americans about national security Issues.”

Halled by some observers as a keen glimpse into the threat posed by fundamentalist Islam, the
film features scenes of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks and 2005 London bombings. Critics have
panned it and its widespread distribution as a scare tactic in advance of Election Day.

The DVD, originally released in 2005, Is being malied to homes and bundied as an advertising
supplement In

newspapers across the country, including in Sunday's Moming Call, as well as The Wall Street
Journal, Phlladelphia Inquirer, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Reading Eagle, Bucks County Courler
Times and The New York Times.

The malling highlights Clarion's intent to have an impact on the presidential election.

"The threat of Radical Islam Is the most Imporuné Issue facing us today," reads a paragraph on
the sieeve of the DVD. "But It's a topic that nelther the presidentiai candidates nor the media are
discussing openly. It's our responsibliity to ensure we can all make an informed vote in
November."

A call to Clarion wasn't returned, but the nonprofit's spokesman, Gregory Ross, toid the
Harrisburg Patriot-News this week that 28 million copies of the DVD are being distributed
nationwide throughout September. He said the intent Is not to sway voters’ opinions about the
presidential candidates.

Spokesmen for the presidential campaigns of Republican John McCain and Democrat Barack
Obama 7 said the campaigns have no affiliation with Clarion, the DVD or Its distribution.

The flim kicks off with footage of the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and pans around |
the globe to countries subsequently targeted, including England, Spain and Russla. It Includes
dramatic footage of ceremonies celebrating suicide bombers and criticizes the news media for
falling to adequately explain the threat posed by radical Islam.

Denise Dennis, in an article on the liberal Web site Huffington Post, saild the flim's distribution
"smacks of classic propaganda.”

http://w3.nexis.com/new/frame.do MtokenKey=rsh-20.133726.2563928493 &target=results_... 9/19/2008
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"The point Is to frighten vlew'ers and, it seems clear, to frighten American voters across the
country Iin order to raise security concerns ahead of all other issues In the election,” she sald.

Polls show that voters nationwide think McCain is better prepared than Obama *~ to handle
terrorism as commander In chief.

Conservative talk show host Glenn Beck hailed the documentary as "one of the most important
films of our ime.”

Morning Call spokeswoman Vicki Mayk sald several people in the newspaper's advertising
department viewed the DVD to ensure its suitability and there was no hesitancy to distribute the
film. _

"It is our policy to accept advertising for legal product and services,” Jim Feher, The Morning
Call's vice president of advertising, said in a statement.

Jdrobnyk®tribune.com
202-824-8216
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GRAPHIC: THE DVD "Obsession: Radical Islam's War Against the West' is produced by the Clarion
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. Ubsession - Radical Islam’'s War Against the West - The Filmmakers Pagelof1

ABOUT OBSESSION THE FILMMAKERS
Wayne Kopping. Diréctor. EdNor. Co-Writer

NIEAVEWERS Wayne Kopping is best known for his fiirm and television work in South
Alrica , whera he is (eatured bath in front of and behind the camera.

GUOTES Kopping has also produced several commercials, music videos, corporate
films. and an award-winning short documentary about Neleon Mandela.

FAQ Wayne praviously co-dineclad & edited the documentary Relentiess: The

r— F&m‘gmhummm East . a fiim about the fallure of the Osio
eaca .

CONTACT —.

CONATIONS

Raphael Shore is a documentary producer and founder of Clarion Fund,
inc.. & new non-profit organization dedicated to educating the public about
\NATCH national security threats. Shore is curmently producing a documentary about
O SE=S D radical lslam inside America. He previously produced the critically accliaimed
ONLJNE - documentary Obsession: Radical Islam’s War Against the West (2008). He
was tho producer/co-writer of Relentieas: The Struggie for Pesca in the
Middie East (2003). Previously. Shors worked for intemational
as an analyst of Middie East issuss. He also has expertise the
history of anti-Semitiam. Shore has been interviewed by CNN, The New
York Times, and other media A native of Canada, he
gradusied from the University of Toronto.

Film Craws

Danor Glazer, Rai Newman. Charles Tudor. Ras! Wienburg. Nevo ben
Canaan. Misha Spektor, Shuky Zuta

Tell a frisnd about OBSESSION Sign up hers for monthly updaies
Link to Us | Contact Us | Donations {Enter your emall addreas -
HOME TRAILER § CLIPS SHOP TAKEACTION MEDIAAEVENTS LEARNMORE -

http:/fwww.obsessionthemovie.com/about_filmalkers.php 9/19/2008
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